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17 January 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Following on from what has been a very successful start to the new year, I wanted to take this opportunity 
to write to you with some important updates relating to the COVID-19 measures that will come into effect 
from today, Monday 17 January 2022. 
 
Twice Weekly Testing 
We were delighted to have over 55% of our student body take part in our testing programme as we returned 
to the academy on Tuesday 4 and Wednesday 5 January 2022. By students taking part in mass testing 
we were able to identify 6 positive cases from across our school community and take action to reduce the 
risk of any further spread of the COVID-19 virus.  
 
We have provided all of the students who took part in the testing programme with Lateral Flow Device 
(LFD) test kits which they should use to test themselves twice weekly. It is important to remember that 
LFD tests should only be used as part of routine testing for those who do not have symptoms. If your 
child does have symptoms then you should arrange for them to take a PCR test 
(https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test).  
 
We have specified that all students should carry out LFD tests on Sunday and Wednesday each week. 
Results should be recorded through the Government website (https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result) 
and TGAT website (https://covid.tgat.org.uk).  
 
I would like to thank you again for your support and cooperation with this.  
 
If you did not consent to testing for your child on the return to school in January but you would like your 
child to test twice weekly, please ask your child to speak to their Form Tutor and they will arrange for them 
to receive LFD test kits as soon as possible.  
 
Changes to Self-Isolation 
I am sure that you will be aware that there is a change to the self-isolation period, following a positive test, 
which comes into effect from today, Monday 17 January 2022.  
 
I would like to remind you that should you test positive on a LFD test and then experience symptoms, you 
no longer need to organise to take a PCR test even if you are symptomatic. Below I have provided you 
with a brief summary of the changes, please do take the time to familiarise yourself with the three bullet 
points below: 
 

• From Monday 17 January 2022, students who have tested positive will be able to end their self-
isolation after five full days as long as they produce two negative LFD test results on the fifth and 
sixth day of their self-isolation period and do not have a temperature. Due to students wanting to 
return to school on day 6, we would suggest that students take their LFD tests before 8am on day 
5 and 6 to allow them to arrive at the academy on time.   

• If students do not return a negative LFD test result on day 5 of their self-isolation they can continue 
to test and can end their self-isolation once they have returned two negative LFD test results which 
have been taken 24 hours apart.  

• If students continue to return positive LFD test results on day 5 to 9, they can end their self-isolation 
on day 10. 
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Should you require any reassurance in relation to a period of self-isolation, please do not hesitate to 
contact the academy. We will do our utmost to support you with the changes detailed overleaf.  
 
Attendance and the 100% Attendance Club 
As you will be aware, we made the decision to provide students with the opportunity to re-join the 100% 
Attendance Club this term following on from the introduction of the club in October 2021. This is the only 
time that we will reset the 100% Attendance Club during the school year as we recognise that some 
students may not have been fully aware of the rewards that they would receive by being part of this 
exclusive club.  
 
I am really pleased with the response that we have had from students and I am sure that they will be 
looking forward to our ‘Winter Wonderland’ event that will take place just prior to February half term.  
 
Please be reminded that only those students with 100% attendance from Thursday 6 January 2022 will be 
eligible, unless you have an approved exceptional circumstance. Any student who has been absent due 
to COVID-19 will automatically be granted an exceptional circumstance.  
 
Should you have any questions regarding the content of this letter, please do not hesitate to contact the 
academy via enquiries@johnsmeatonacademy.org.uk. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
Mrs L Griffiths 
Principal 
 


