Message from the Principal:
Dear Parent/Carer,
I am delighted to share with you the first newsletter
from John Smeaton Academy, which we have

named The JSA Lighthouse. In this newsletter you will see the fantastic

experiences that students at JSA have the opportunity to be part of and
we will share with you some inspiring good news stories. The JSA Lighthouse will be produced every half-term and our Student Ambassadors will be
involved in creating the content to share with you.
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In this first issue, we have shone a light on an inspiring young person
who has very recently been awarded with a prestigious award for their
support to students at JSA who have moved to Leeds to seek refuge from
Afghanistan. I am incredibly proud of Amran who is a role model to us
all for the kindness he has shown.
I look forward to sharing many more fantastic stories with you regarding
our student and staff body in The JSA Lighthouse newsletters to come.
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Have a wonderful summer break.
Ms P Gill

JSA Transforming into a Beacon of Excellence in East Leeds
This half-term, John Smeaton Academy received the School
of Sanctuary Award in recognition of its outstanding work
and expertise in welcoming, inducting and immersing
young people from a refugee background within its school
community. Receiving this award is a testament of the
warmth, compassion and kindness shown by all at John
Smeaton Academy. We are a school that is a ‘sanctuary’ for
all our young people to feel safe, content and receive a highquality educational experience both in and outside the
classroom.
Linked to our work in this area, on Tuesday 5 July, Ms Gill and Mrs Hanif attended
the Child Friendly Leeds Awards as our Year 11 pupil, Amran had been shortlisted for Leeds Young Person
of the Year 2022. Amran’s nomination had been submitted by the academy and he was one of 4 incredible young
people to have been shortlisted (out of over 200 nominations) and we were absolutely overjoyed to discover that
Amran had WON the award for Leeds Young Person of the Year 2022. Amran delivered a fantastic acceptance
speech, and it was an absolute privilege to have played a part in his journey to securing this remarkable accolade.
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Half-term 6 Highlights!
•

Relauch of our Enrichment++ programme included a range of NEW clubs, such as: Language
Club, Athletics, Y7 Junior Bake Off, Music Club, Science Club, Games Club and much more!

•

Students proudly represented John Smeaton in the GORSE Games and the Leeds Athletics
League

•

Y11 pupils completed their official GCSE examinations

•

Y10 pupils had their first ever mock series

•

Parents/Carers of Y8 and Y10 students attended their child’s all-important Consultation
Evening

•

100% Attendance Club members were rewarded with cash prizes, sweet treats, ice lollies and
lots of fun and games as part of their weekly 100% Attendance Pop-up events

•

JSA celebrated Refugee Week 2022 by having the Great JSA Bake Sale which raised £250 for
a local charity that supports refugees and asylum seekers and by writing messages of kindness
and hope in solidarity with refugees

•

Best-selling author, Ele Fountain delivered a virtual talk to all students in Y7-Y10 about the
journey and experience of a refugee

•

All students received their final Assessment Point reports of the year

•

JSA received the Schools of Sanctuary Award and a group of our students visited the Leeds
Civic Hall to be presented with this award by the Lord Mayor of Leeds

•

The JSA Science Department had a new addition – a new albino Giant African Land Snail

•

Y11 students had their leavers’ assembly, buffet and shirt signing

•

Y9 pupils took part in a community art project to revamp Crossgates Train Station

•

Students who have regularly attended Sport Enrichment++ were rewarded by having the
opportunity to spend the day playing Volleyball at Bridlington Beach

•

Year 11 prom!

•

Y11 pupil, Amran N won Leeds Young Person of the Year 2022 as part of the Child Friendly
Leeds Awards

•

Final BE SMART day of the year which included Y8 pupils working with 10 volunteers from
the local community on an Enterprise project!

Mental Health
Matters:

@YoungMindsUK are
the UK’s leading mental
health charity for young
people and they have
created an excellent
A-Z guide to support
parents/carers with
how to help your child
with their feelings and
behaviours:
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/
parents-a-z-mentalhealth-guide/.

Looking Ahead:
What’s Coming
Up?
2022

•

Our incoming Y7 cohort completed their transition days and had an amazing time!

•

We hosted a ‘Meet Us’ event for parents/carers of our new Y7 students

•

Year 5 pupils from a range of Primary schools attended JSA ‘taster’ days

26 July –
Academy closes for the
summer break at 12:30pm

•

All Y10 pupils attended either the Geography trip to Hornsea and/or the History trip to
Temple Newsam

25 August –
Y11 GCSE results day

•

Y7-Y10 pupils received their brand new JSA blazer and PE top for September as a GIFT from
the academy

7 September –
Academy reopens

•

100% Attendance Club members got to attend the JSA Summer Festival!

29 September –
Y5/Y6 Open Evening
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